
Objectives:  ... write with accurate spellings of roots, inflections, suffixes, and prefixes 
...write with accurate spellings of syllable constructions

...spell proficiently 

Spelling Games

Bird’s Spelling Bee

After reading the book

Use the information from Chapter 13 to have a spelling bee like the one in Bird and 
Harlem’s class.   Before you begin, decide which rules are not clear in the story.  How 
do you earn points?  What happens when you miss?  When are words given to the 
next group? 

Spelling Dot Game
Another exciting spelling game that can involve the whole class is the Spelling Dot Game.  
Here are the rules:

1.  The teacher draws a dot game on the chalkboard.  The more dots, the longer the game 
will last.  The team that can make a square by putting the 4th side on a 3-sided box gets 
to draw their sign (star or smiley face) in the box.

2.  The kids sit in two circles on the floor in front of the chalkboard.  One kid in each circle 
raises his/her hand.

The Dot Game

Teacher

Smiley 
Team

Star Team

3. The teacher calls out at word.  (fame)  The person with 
the raised hand on the Star team calls out the first 
LETTER of the word---F.  The next person (clockwise) 
calls out the next letter—A.  Continue around the circle 
until the last letter is called out and the word is spelled 
correctly.  The person calling out the LAST letter of the 
word—E—goes to the chalkboard and connects two 
adjacent dots.  (no diagonals)  The next person in line 
then raises his/her hand to show that the next word 
starts there.  IF someone says the wrong letter, the 
teacher turns to the Happy team and says, “Your 
word!” The Happy team would then begin to spell the 
same word.  If someone isn’t listening, he may not 
know the word, in which case the word goes back to 
the Star team.

3. After a line is drawn on the dot game, the teacher always 
gives the next word to the other team to spell.  The game 
gets exciting when lines start to connect and 3-sides of 
squares are formed.  If one team draws the 3rd side on the 
box, the other team can get the point by closing the side if 
they spell the next word correctly.  When the game gets 
tight, a team might be forced to make a third side on a 
box.  The class has to be good sports if that happens.  Or 
the teacher could start awarding 2 lines to teams correctly 
spelling words because a clever team might miss the word 
on purpose, so they don’t have to make a 3-sided box and 
give the other team the box on their next turn.

The Dot Game

Game in Progress

The Dot Game

Finished game!  Who won?
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Tattoo Parlor
We find friendship, not by 
finding the perfect friend, 
but by learning to see the 
imperfect friend perfectly.


