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The life of William Shakespeare, a celebrated artist of words, comes alive through history, art, and
architecture in this complex, yet simple, retelling of the early theater and its followers today. How
did events of Shakespeare’s early life inspire the writing of his famous plays and the building of
his Globe theater? What did he do when difficulties arose? Who were his friends? Is the Globe
still standing today? These and many more questions are answered and spark interest in his
work.

Bonners, Susan. The Silver Balloon....(Natural History, Fiction)...............ccccciin, 16-26
When Gregory Kepler releases a silver balloon with a message tied to its string, he receives a
mysterious answer with a clue attached. The clue sends the enthusiastic scientist on a quest to
find answers. Thus begins a penpal friendship that blossoms into an academic, flip-flop game of
“stump the scientist” inspiring Gregory to research, explore, expand, celebrate, and share his
world.

Burleigh, Robert. Home Run................. (Babe Ruth Biography/Picture Book).......................... 27-32
Through a combination of beautiful oil paintings, authentic baseball cards, and free verse poetry,
meet the baseball hero who set the standard for the game.

Coleman, Evelyn. The Riches of Oseola McCarty....... (Biography, Black History)................. 33-43
How could the life of a washerwoman from the early part of the Twentieth Century affect the lives
of people in the Twenty-First Century? What riches, born out of her simple hard work, faith, and
sacrifice, could enrich our lives today? In Oseola McCarty, you will find a person who was forged
in the fire and became pure gold.

Corpi, Lucha. Where Fireflies Dance ........... (Autobiography Picture Book)...........ccccceeee. 44-48
Memories of growing up are celebrated in this recollection that includes exploring a haunted
house, being held spellbound by jukebox music, listening to her father’'s songs, and enjoying her
grandmother’s stories. Told in both Spanish and English, the story will help you discover that
what you will become in the future is determined by the goals you have today and the memories
you hold for tomorrow.

Cullen, Lynn. The Mightiest Heart ...(Dog Story/Welsh Legend/ Picture BooK)...................... 49-54
Where can you find loyalty more pure than that of a dog? In this compelling tale of growing up
and growing wise, a dog helps us learn that character, forged in the fire, sometimes grows from
mistakes that are set right. Wisdom often grows from the ashes.

dePaola, Tomie. 26 Fairmount Avenue ......... (Autobiography/Historical)........................ 55-65
One of our favorite authors shares his childhood memories that paved the way for his writing
career. Here, we meet the real relatives who became the characters in his books and the events
that became the inspiration for his stories.

Fleischman, Paul. Westlandia ........... (Fantasy/Civilization/Picture Book)...........ccccevvvvennnnnns 66-72
Outcast. Different. Rejected. Bookworm. That was Wesley before summer vacation started.
Always inventive, when summer vacation begins, he takes the knowledge he gleaned from books
and school to grow his own garden and then, his own unique civilization, complete with a peculiar
staple food crop that provides his food, clothing, shelter, and fun! The young entrepreneur who
invented his way out of the refining fire now takes on a new role in his new civilization...or is it his
old civilization?

Fletcher, Ralph. Flying Solo ........... (Modern Fiction, Writing, School).........cccccccvviiiiiinnnnnn. 73-88
Like other sixth grade classes, Mr. Fabiano’s class is made up of individuals, each with their own
problems and concerns. Unlike other sixth grade classes, when Mr. Fabiano’s substitute teacher
doesn’t show up for school, they decide to run the class by themselves for the day. Predictable?

Far from it! The lessons learned this day will be dramatic and unforeseen as the cry of freedom is
mixed with responsibility and compassion.
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Holt, Kimberly Willis. Mister and Me.....(1940’s/ Racial Struggles/ Family/ Fiction)...................... 89-100
Her father died when she was very young, so Jolene isn’t about to consider sharing her momma
with Leroy Redfield. Dancing is one thing. Getting married, now that is another thing entirely.
Desperate, she sets out to put a stop to this threat to her security, but Jolene’s plan takes her
through hate, sadness, and guilt before arriving at understanding, compassion, forgiveness, love,
and happiness.

Ignus, Toyomi. | See Rhythm ........................... (History/Music/Picture BOOK)........cccccvveeeeeennnns 101-103
Through paintings, and poetry, the history of African Americans is presented through a timeline of
their music.

Jenkins, Steve. The Top of the World: Climbing Mount Everest..(Geography/Picture Book)................. 104-109
Why would anyone brave avalanches, frostbite, gale-force winds, and limited oxygen just to climb
a mountain? Cut-paper collages create visual images for this descriptive, informative history of
the highest mountain on earth and those who climbed it.

Kehret, Peg. Shelter Dogs: Amazing Stories of Adopted Strays....... (Short Stories)........... 110-120
Eight special dogs, adopted from animal shelters, will win your heart and admiration in this story of
people who gave loving homes to unwanted dogs, dogs that, in turn, changed lives. After reading
this book, you won’t be able to resist reaching out a helping hand to free a lonely friend and
experience its magic for yourself.

Lourie, Peter. Rio Grande: From the Rocky Mountains to the Gulf of Mexico..(Photo Travel Journal).............. 121-126
In this photo journal, a photographer/writer travels from the source to the mouth of the Rio Grande
River, describing the geographical features, cultural uniqueness, and historical connections at
various places along the journey. Primary source pictures as well as brilliant modern day photos
bring the river alive in these pages.

McCully, Emily Arnold. An Outlaw Thanksgiving....(Historical Fiction/Picture Book)................ 127-129
How important are choices, judgment, and advice? In 1896, when Clara and her mother travel
across the United States, their choices lead them into a den of thieves led by Butch Cassidy, who
treats them to a rich feast. Who are the heroes here? What lessons can be learned in this
beautifully illustrated story?

Montgomery, Sy. The Snake Scientist ...................... (Science/Picture BooK).........ccccceevunnnnn. 130-138
Why would thousands of snakes live in the same den? How do snakes find the way to the same
den year after year? Why have snakes been so successful in adapting to different environments?
Join snake scientist Bob Mason as he seeks the answers by studying the red-sided garter snakes
of Manitoba, Canada.

Ryan, Pam Munoz. Riding Freedom .......... (Orphanage/Historical Fiction)...........ccoovvvuieinin. 139-151
Beginning with the death of her parents, Charlotte faces many problems, but nothing can destroy
her dreams. In fact, as she goes through the fire, she grows stronger and more determined.
Holding fast to the love of a horse, the support of a friend, and the wisdom of an elderly stable
master who had escaped slavery, Charlotte chooses to seek her own freedom and manages to
ride into history.

Stevens, J., and Susan Crummel. Cook-A-Doodle-Doo........ (Fantasy/Picture Book)............... 152-159
Remember Little Red Hen? Bet you didn’t know she now has a great-grandson! Yes, Big Brown
Rooster is following family tradition as he and some awkward friends cook up some fun while they
bumble their way through a recipe.

Weeks, Sara. Regular Guy...................... (History/Music/Picture Book)...........cccoeeeevviiiieennnnnnn. 160-171
Guy’s parents are embarrassingly different from him! How could he possibly be their son? Guy
begins to believe that he was “switched at birth” at the hospital, so he and his friend, Buddy, set
out to prove it. The hysterical events that follow might even remind you of your own life!

Wells, Rosemary. Mary on Horseback ............................ (Biography).....ccoooevviiiieiiieieeeennn, 172-182
The inspiring life of Mary Breckinridge leads us to discover that character may be built by enduring
hardship and focusing on helping others. The events of Mary’s life as a nurse in the backwoods
of the Kentucky mountains will challenge others today.
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